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Of BELIEVING in the 


Lord | JESUS: CHR IST 
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Solomon's Song, v. 16. 
Fe is altogether Lovely, 
Epbeſtans iii. g. 
Unto me is this Grace given, that I ſhould + | 
 —the wnſearchable Riches of CHRIST, 


John xiv. 1. 
Ye believe i in Gop-—Be/zeve alſo in 11 
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YOU are earneſtly entreated not to 
condemn or throw afi 2 this plain and 
frierdly Aderets, until you have duly 
con/idered the important contents of it; 
and diligently compared it with God's 
holy Word; the only. Rule of all Chril- 
tian Faith and Practice. And then Be- 


lieve and Alt accordingly, as ever you 


hope for Salvation from Cop. 
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Lord FESUS CHRIST. 


GREAT DUTY 


Of BELIEVING in the 


WT? HE Neceſſity and Excellency 


ONE of the firſt great diſcoveries which is 
made, when the Spirit of Gop cauſes the ſcales of 


| ignorance to fall from the mind of a ſinner by his 


ſaving grace, is, the Excellency, Suital l-ne/7, and 
Nece//ity of the Lord Jesus CnRISsT in His glorious 
Perſon and ineftimable Benefits. GO D <vho com- 
manded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, ſhineth into 
their hearts, to give them the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of GOD in the face (or perſon) of 7e/us 
Chrift, 2 Cor. iv. 6. And happy, unſpeakably 


happy is it for us guilty, miſerable ſinners, that we 
have ſuch a mighty Saviour and Redeemer to 4e 


unto Through whoſe precious Sacrifice and pre- 


vailing Interceſſion we may be reconci/ed to Gop's 
infinitely holy and offended Majeſty: And by. whoſe 
: A 2 powerful. 


of the Knowledge of CHRIS 
Iksus. wo To 


4 The Neceſſity and Excellence of 
1 powerful Spirit and Grace our ſinful Natures may 
4 be reſtored to his bleſſed Image. BN | 
i With much leſs loſs to us might the Sun that 
i ſhines by Day, and the Moon and Stars which 
adorn the Night, be.extinguzſhed, than that our 
Souls ſhould be 7g orant of and uninfluenced by this“ 
glorious Sun OF RIGHTEOVUSNEssS, Mal iv. 3. Whoſe 
ſaving mercy and grace is. the /ight and life of this 
| lower. Creation of GOD, and whoſe Glory and 
ö Excellency is the joy and rvnder of the Worlds on 
high. — All the infidelity and diſaffection of an- 
godly minds, and the weakneſs of faith, deſpon- 
dencies of heart, and defects of love in iincere 
Chriſtians, are owing, in different degrees, to their 
IdxoxAxcx 8 glorious and divine Redeemer: 
the knowledge of whom is of the greateſt Nece/- 
fity and Advantage. — The ſoul of Man may be ig- 
norant of ten thouſand Things without any leſſen- 
ing of its real and ſubſtantial Happineſs; but all 
tie promiſed Bleflings of Gop that pertain to /i/? 
and godline/i, are given unto us through the Aucav- 
ledge of the Lord Feſus Chriſt. If mercy and peace be 
mu!tiplied unto us, it is through the Auoauledge of 
GOD, and of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 2 Pet i. 2, 3.— 
And it is the great duty of the Chriſtian Religion, to 
grow in Grace, and in the kndwledge of our Lord and | 
Saviour Feſus Chrift, 2 Pet. iii. 8. 5 
He is of ſuch ab/olute Neceſ/ity to our Salvation 
J and Happineſs, that without Him it is ipelſible 
1 we ſhould attain unto it. We are all guilty, con- 
5 demned Sinners, by God's holy Law; He is our 
great Atonement and Advocate, 1 John ii. 2.— We 
are weak and enfeebled ſinners by our Fall; He 
is the Lord in whom alone we have Strength and 
N Righteouſneſs, Ia. xlv. 4. — We are impure and 
j defiled beings before GOD; He is Jeſus our 
; Sandifer Heb. ii. 11. We are by nature ſpiritually 
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dead | 


dead and inſenſible; He is a guickning Spiri!, 1 Cor. 
xv.45.—We are tempted 4 oppreſſed Creatures ; 
He is the great Captain of our Salvation, Heb.ii.10, 
We are afflited and deſponding ſinners; He 


| is the Con/o/ation of Hrael, Luke ii. 25. but with- 


out Him nothing but confounding Glories are diſ- 
coverable in the infinite Gop; nothing but Miſe y, 
I retchedneſs, and Deſpair, in ourſelves, Which 
made St Paul ſay, { count all things but loſs, for the 
excellency- of the knoawledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; 
and do count them but dung that I may win CH; 
and be found in Him, &c. Phil. iii 8,9. 


The ſenſible Chriſtian, that knows any thing of 


Gop and himſelf, would not /ve a day without the 
Lord IEsus ChRIsT, and the Mercy and Grace 
which he has purchaſed and revealed, for the World. 
Re knows it to be the moſt dangerous Zre/umptior 
for him to look up to a God of infinite Juſtice and 
Holineſs, ſor his favour and acceptance, but through 
this bleſſed Mediator; He dares not approach to 
Goo in Prayer or Worſhip but h /aith in Him. 
All the Mercy and Grace he needs to make him 
wiſe, holy and happy, in this World and the next, 
he depends continually upon him for, and receives 


| from him, by virtue of his gracious Influence and 


powerful Interceſſion, 1 Cor. i. 27—30. Phil, 
w.13, 19. And all that fight and diſregard this 


great Redeemer, Gop himſelf has declared to be 


in a /oft and periſhing Condition; under his preſent 
awful Curſe, and ſinking into everlaſting peraiticn, 
See Mark xvi. 16. John iii. 18,36. 2 Cor. iv. 3,4. 


(2) The Inſufficiency of Man's own 


Righteouſneſs and Power for his Salva- 


ion and Happineſs, 


NOTHING is more def/rufiue to the ſouls of : 


men, and contrary to the glory of Gop's infinite 
MA 'Y Wiſdom 


The Knowledge of CHRIST. 5 
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6 The Inſufficiency of Man, for 

Wiſdom and free Mercy in their Salvation by 
Jesuvs CaurisT, than a /elf-rightecus, ſclf-/ufficient 
fpirit. No men in the world are farther from ſal- 
vation by Jesus Cxr1sT, than ſuch as depend 
upon their ozwz worthineſs for acceptance with 
Cop; expect heaven as the fruit of their own 
righteouſneſs, and truſt in their own poroer of grace 
to carry them thither ; CHRIST himſelf tells us, 
bat Publicans and Harlots do enter into the kingdom 
, heaven before ſuch, Matt. xxi. 31, 32. Luke 
xviii. 19 - 24. However virtuous and good, pious 
and devout, men may conceive themſelves to be, if 
they expect Gop's preſent acceptance and final ſal. 
vation on that account, either in whole or in part, 
they ſet up themſelves as their own Redecmers wes 
They renounce the 410 perfert and only juſtifying 
eee of the Lord JEs US CHRIST — And 
make void all the glorious defigns of Gop's free and 
ſovereign Mercy in Man's Salvation, Gal. v. 2—4. 
ch. iii. 11-22. Rom xi. 6. As all have fanned, 
and come ſhort of the glory of GOD, and are beccme 
guilty before Him, Rom. iii. 19 —22. the dreadful 
curſes of fie:y judgment and damnation, are only 
remitted to them, who, deſpairing to obtain ſalva- 
tion of themſelves, receive it entirely as the free 
tief GOD's grace in CHI JESvs, Rom. v. 16, 17. 
h. vi 23. Jude 21. Chriſtians muft be diligent 
ia the practice of all moral duties, but it is Cyr1sT's 
compleat ſatisfaction and righteouſneſs, and not 
their imperfe& holineſs, that muſt be their juſſifica- 
Zion before Gop. As the Lord Jesus has 9 himſelf 
purged our ſins, Heb. i. 3. ſo he expects the who/e 
zraiſe of our ſalvation : And will either be All in 
All or Nothing, as to procuring our forgiveneſs or ac- 
ceptance with Gop: and the true Chriftian Will 
rejoice to renounce his own Excellencies, Righte- 
ouſneſs, Privileges, &c. that the Lord I Eæsus alone 
8 2: | "a 


his own Salvation. 7 
may be exalted, Iſa. ii. 11. 1 Cor. i 30. And we alſo 


need his continual Grace to aid us, as well as his 
Mer its to uſtiſy us, for without Him abe can do nothing 


acceptable to Goo, John xv. 5. | | 
How contrary ſoever this may be to the natural 


ride and ignorance of fallen Man; every ſoul that 


will be /aved by Him, muſt be effectually con- 
vinced of its own abſolute inſufficiency to reſtore and 


fave itſelf: Coming unto Chars Jesus as con- 
demned, loft, and helpleſs in itſelf, 2 Cor. v. 14. 


venturing its eternal All upon the Alone and Ever - 


laſting Foundation of CHRIST 's Mediatien and Sa- 
erifice (as well as depending on Him continually - 


for all ſupplies of grace and goodneſs.) And thus 
expecting no ſalvation from bis own works, but 
telieving in Him that juftifieth the ungodly, his faith 
is counted for Righteouſneſs, Rom. iv. 4 C. Fer 


Chriſt is the end of the law for Righteouſneſs to every. 
one that believeth, Rom. x. 4. = Which way of 
FREE JUSTIFICATION through the precious blood 


and infinite merits of the Lord Jesus CHRIST, is in 
many ſcriptures: called the Righteouſneſs of GOD, 


2 Cor. v. 17. Rom. x. 2. Phil. iii. 9. Iſa. xlv. 22. 


Not only being a Righteouſneſs of Gop's appoint- 
ing, but the Righteouſneſs of Him who is Gop 
Himſelf; who purchaſed the Church with His own 


Blood, Acts xx. 28. 1 John iii. 16. Having theſe 


tranſceadent properties, that it is ALL PERFECT, 
UncHanGEABLE, and EVERLASTING, Dan. ix. 24. 
la. li. 6. 

_ Certainly the Chriſtian that ſurveys is own righ- 


teouſneſs, prayers, repen:ings, faſtings, Sc. with 
an impartial eye, can find 70. foundation for his 


ſoul to reſt ſecurely upon, by reaſon of the manifeld 
defedts and blemijhes that infeparably cleave unto 
him, but in the Lord Jesus Chalsr alone, 1 Cor. 
uw. 11, AQ iv. 12. — He is convinced that the 

:A 4 beſt 


„ „ ** 


— * »# 2 8 1 a 
(= —_— " ar w ws, . *Y "ID — 2 — ? ey — _ . a 
Lab e * as = — 14 = ö 5 = 
n 23 „ — ——— r eee iS e. ——— 


ay 
a> 


1 8 22 5 
r 


— 4 


8 Per ſuaſtves to Believe in 
beſt of his duties cannot ſave him, and that the 
leaſt of his fins may damn him.— That his own. 
righteouſneſs is qeſiled; that his prayers need pardon; 
5 his repentance needs repenting of; his tears for ſin 
;. nezed aa//77g in the Blood of the Lamb; and his 
$ very holineſs needs a more perfect righteouſneſs to 
4 ſave him from condemnation, in the fight of an in- 

| finitely juſt and holy Gop, Fob ix. 233. ch. 
XXV. 4—6. Who then can ſtand before Gob, by 
virtue of his er obedience, when he appears in 
Judgment? ſurely none, Pſal. cxxx. 1. Iſa. vi. 
1—5. | | 


(3) An earneſt perſuaſive o BRTIEVE IN 
the Lord Jxsus CHRIST, Sc. 


LET every Sinner of the human Race be per- 
ſuaded and eucouraged for their fouls ſake, to BELIEvx 
i the merciful Lord and Redeemer of Men, that 
they may obtain everlaſting life and happineſs 
from him.Sirs, conſider ſeriouſly, what could 
Gop your Saviour have done for you, or promiſed 
zo you to make you happy, which he has not done 
and promiſed? — He laid aſide his robes of Majeſiy 
and Glory, to cloath himſelf with your fleſi— He 
came from his Royal Throne above, and hambled 
himſelf to the death of the Crefs to ſatisfy divine 
Juſtice for your Transgreſſions.— And has brought 
everlaſiing life and ſalwation to your very doors; 
and will you zot receive him fle promiſes to 
give you all needful ſupplies of Bleſſings for ſoul and 
body, for time and eternity, Eſal. Ixxxiv. 11. To 
protect you from the Devil and alt your /þiritual 
Enemies; to ſave you from Sin and Hell; and beſtow. 
Heaven and Himſelf upon you; and will you yet 
refuſe him ? | E 
Though you have 20 goodneſs or excellence to 
recommend you; though you are cerrupt as * 
. . ” an 
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and deformed as Hell, by Luft and Sin, yet if you 
are but truly and heartily willing to be.now divorced 


from your ſinful luſts and vicious practices, and to 


receive ChRIST Jesus for your rightful Lord and 
only Saviour; He is infinitely willing to embrace 
you, and engage Himſelf to you for your everlaſting 
Happineſs, He/. ii. 19.— Lute xv. 20. — Nay, if 
through the depravity of your nature, you find any 
backwardneſs or reluctance of mind to this bleſſed 
Choice, He will even remove your prejudices, 


conquer your unwillingneſs, and give you poarer to 


Believe and Repent, if you zo ſeriouſly and dili- 
gently ſeek unto Him. See P/al. cx.3. Acta v.31. 
Eph. ii. 8. | 
01 believe it therefore to be your higheſt wiſ- 
dom, your indiſpenſible duty, your whole ſalva- 
tion, to yield yourſelwes entirely to the Care and Con- 
duct of the Lord IEsus: To love his glorious Per- 
fon, ſubmit to his gemle. Government, and truſt in 
his ſac ing Power and Grace—There is every thing 
in Him to recommend Him to your Choice = 
Eſteem ; whether you conſider his evonderful Ex- 
cellencies, or precious Benefits, the unſpeakable Hap- 
pineſi of thoſe that receive Him, or the inconceiae- 
able Miſery of thoſe who ſlight and reje& Him. 
1/7, Meditate on His un/þeatable Eæcellencies until 
your hearts are filled with Reverence, Wonder, 
and Love..-He is the Lord of glory, 1 Cor. ii. 8.— 
The Lord of hoits, J vi. 3-9. John xiv. 41.— 
IuMANUEL, or God with us, Matt. i. 23.—The great 
God and our Savicur,.2 Pet. i. 1.—TJEHOL 4H our 
Righteouſneſt, Jerem. xxiii. 6. G O D over all, 
bleſſed for ever, Rom. ix. 5.—T he mighty GOD, the 


everlaſting Father, Iſa. ix.6.-Poſſefling all the ful- + 


neſt of God ſubſtantially,. Cal. ii. g.—Being equal 


ith GOD in nature, Phil. ü. 6.— Eternal, Mic. 


A 5 v. 2. 


the Lord Its us CHRIST. 9 
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10 Perſuaſtves to Believe in 


v. 2. Unchangeable, Heb. xiii. 8, — Omniſcient, 
Rev. il. 18—23.—4/mighty, Rev. i. 8—13.— To 
whom all poflible homage and worſhip by all crea- 
tures in heaven and earth is to be paid, Fo/r v. 23. 
Rev. v. 11—14.—Being the %% Cauſe, and higheſt 
End of all things; By whom and for whom they 
were created, Cole. i. 16. Jobn i. 1.— Poſſeſſing 
at once all the excellencies of both natures, Gop 
and Man, John i. 5.—Having all dominion in hea- 
ven and earth committed unto him, Matt. xxviii. 18. 
— Ruling over the kingdoms of nature, Matt. 
viii. 26. Acts ix. 33. Of Providence, Dan vii. 27. 
Zech. vi. 12, 13. and of Grace, John v. 21. Gal. 
Vi. 18.— Being the great and appointed Juage of 
Quick and Dead at the laſt day, Ads xvii. 31. 
Rom. xiv. 10. ; | 3 
A4 s one Ocean hath more waters than all the r:/vers 
of the earth, and one Sun more light than all the 
{umizaries of heaven; ſo there is in one Lord 
Jesvs CHRIST more glory and excellence than in all 
Worlds, in all Angels, in all Delights, or whatſo- 
ever is lovely in heaven or earth. —All created ex- 
cellencies derive their being from Him ; depend 
continually upon him; and are »!/atisfying without 
Him, Col. i. 15—19. P/al. Ixxiii. 25, 26. He is 
more than all temporal good, as the Light of the 
Sun is orè than that of aCandle.— He is more than 
all giritual Bleſſings, as the Fountain is more than 
the Streams — He is more than all heavenly glories, 
as the Tree is more. than the Fruit. — There are 
thoſe wonderful excellencies in his ue Perſon that 
are unſpeakably beyond ſalvation itſelf : it is the 
very heaven of happineſs to be with him where 
he is, to behold his Glory, John xvii. 24. A little 
knowledge of his tranſcendent Lovelineſs =_ to 
the admiring, believing mind, inconceivable joy, 
and heavenly pleaſure, 1 Pet. i. 8. - Were the de- 
1 plorable 
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the Lord Jesus CHRIST. 11 
plorable miſts of ſinful Ignorance and Darkneſs re- 


moved from the Minds of Men, they could not 
but be amazed at, and enamoured with his glorious 


and eternal excellencies, for they are infinite and 


unſearchable, Eph. ili. 8. E 
245%, Conſider the precious Benefits which the Lord 
Jesus CHRIS beſtows upon all that truly be/ewe 


in him; that you may be ſenſible of their great 


happineſs, and never reſt until you poſſeſs it for your- 
ſelf. The great and bleſſed Redeemer of Men is 


not only poſſeſſed of infinite Amiableneſs and Ex- _ 


cellence ix Himſelf, but He is infiuitely diffuſive of 


T , 


Goodneſs and Happineſs 1 others. There are in 
his Love and Goodneſs, Heights. and Depths, 


Lengths and Breadths, aubich ſurpaſs all Knowledge, 
Eph. ili. 18, 19.--There is a tranſcendent, ſatisfy- _ 


ing /ulneſs in CRRISsTH JEsvs, ſuitable to all the Ne- 
ce//ities, Defires, and Happineſs of periſhing, immor- 
tal Souls. In one crucified Jesus you will find an 
infinite ſafficiency of Righteou/nefs, to cover all your 
Sins, 1 John i. 7.— Inexhauſtible Riches of Good. 
neſi to ſupply all your Wants, Phil. iv. 19.— 
Abundant. Grace, to ſubdue all your luſte, Mali. 


3. 21 O nſearchable idem, to guide all your 


Ways, 1 Cor. i. 30. Almighty Poxrer, to van- 


quiſh all your ſpritual Enemies, Col. ii. 18.— 


Sovereign Virtue, to heal all your ſoul's diſeaſes, 
Luke v. 21. And unmeaſureable Fulneſi of Grace 
and Goodneſs, both to /atis/3. and. /ave you, and 
that to the very ultermoſs, Heb. vii 27. 

All the treaſures of his Mercy and Love; his 
Righteouſneſs and Salvation, Life and Pardon, 
Peace and Glory, are per to every humble, be- 
lieving Sinner. Riches and Honour. are with Him; 
yea, durable. Riches ] and, Righteouſneſs: and He cauſes 
thoſe that love. Him. to inherit Jabſlance, Prov. 
vill. 1821. Happy, beyond expreſſion happy. 
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12 Perſuaſives to Believe in 
are all thoſe who are intereſted in Him, and united 
to Him by faith and love! They are pardoned and 
reconciled to God, Rom. v. 1. — Become his dear 
Children, John i. 12.— Have his Spirit welling in 
them, Gal. 111-1 4.— And enjoy /:terty of Acceſs unto 
Him at all times, Heb. x. 19 23.— They are the 
ſpecial care of God's kind and tender Providence, 
1 Pet iii. 12.— Have his faithful promiſes of al! 
necdful good in this life, Matt. vi. 30-33. chap. 
vii. 11. and are the heirs of everlaſting life and 
glory in the World to come, John iii. 14— 16. 
Rom. viii 17.— God their Saviour, in all the 
riches of his Goodneſs, in all his ſpecial Relations, 
is theirs, 2 Cor. vi. 1618. They are entitled to 
all the See Promiſes of his Word, 2 Pet. i 14. 
Which they may humbly and aſſuredly claim from 
him, by faith and prayer, according to their need, 

 Febn xv. 7. Jobn v. 14. 5 | 
So that if you truly Believe in the Lord Ixsus, 
and truſt on Him as your whole ſalvation, He will 
beſtow upon you a/l tbe benefits of every kind rela- 
tion and character He bears to his people. He will 
be the bread of /ife to nouriſh your ſoul, John 
vi. 37 ,»A Phy/ician to heal it, Matt. ix. 12. — An 
Advocate to plead for you before Gop, 1 John ii.2, 
— A'Counſetlor to adviſe you, Ja. ix. 6. A Captain 
to defend yon, Heb. ii. 10. - A Prophet to inſtruct, 
Aces vii. 37. A Prief} to atone for, Heb. ii. 17, 18. 
and a King to govern you, P/al. ii. 2.— He will be 
as an Hy/band to protect you, 1 Cor. xi. 2.-A 
Father to provide for you, Ja. ix. 6, 7. A Brother 
to relieve you, John xx 17.mmA Founaation to ſup- 
port you, 1/a. xxviii. 16. A Root to give you life, 
Rew. xxii. 16.— An Head to guide you, Eph. i. 22. 
A Treaſure to enrich you, Ep5. ni. 8.— A Sun to 
enlighten and chear you, Mal. iv. 2 — A Fountain 
to cleanſe you, Zech. xiii. 1. A Satuary to cover 
| wy | you, 


* 


„„ © um cw 3. hu 


„ 45 Kd 


the Lord Ixsus Car 157, I 3 


you, Ja. viii. 4.—An Anchor of Hope to comfort 


and eſtabliſh you, Heb. vi. 18, 19.— And whatſo- 
ever is neceſſary for your compleat ſalvation and hap- 
pines for both Worlds, 1 Cor. iii 22, 23. Col. 
11. 9, 10. — Having in Him all the fulneſs of Viſ. 


| dom, Righteouſneſs, Santification and Redemption 


to beſtow upon you, 1 Cor. i. 29—3 1. | 

This is the great and infinite Gift which Gop 
our Saviour, out of the unſearchable depth of his 
Mercy and Love, doth mof? freely grant to the poor 


and miſerable, the accurſed and periſhing ſinners of 


Men, even Himſelf, and all his Treaſures of Grace 
and Goodneſs, Ja. lv. 17. ch. ix. 6, 7. Rom. 
vili. 28—36.— What wells of /alvation are here! 
What bleſſed and everlaſting foundations of Joy 
and Triumph, to every one that truly believes in 
Jesus CR Ist the Lord! How can the guilty ſons 
of Adam help the congratulating each other for theſe 
glad tidings of great joy which is to all people; in 
that there is born unto us a SaviouR, which it 
Chrift the Lord; ſo ſuitable in all reſpects to their 
helpleſs, fallen ſtate ! how can they avoid joining 
with the heavenly hoſt in praiſing Gov, and ſay- 


Ing, 8 to GOD in the higheſt, for this his good 


will to Men, Luke ii. 10-14. —How deſperately 


flupid, blind and fooliſb has ſin rendred the minds of 


Men, that they can receive the meſſages of this 
72 ſalvation with zuſenſible Hearts, and re/udtant 

ills ! O let not theſe Conſolations of Gop ſeem 
ſmall unto you; let not theſe heavenly bleſſings be 
neglected or deſpiſed by you, which are inconceivably 
more worth than all the treaſures of earth. Take 
heed left that come ypon youwhich is written in the 
ſacred Book of Gop, Behold, ye deſpiſers, and won» 
der and periſh, Acts xiii. 41. leſt Gor ſhould favear 
in his wrath concerning you, You /hall never enter 


into my reſt, becauſe of your unbelief, Heb.iv.1—2, 3. 


34h, 


14 Perſuajives to Believe in 


34l;, Conſider therefore the mi/erab/e State and 
aggravated Candemnation of thoſe who //ight this | 
bleſſed Redeemer and his great Salvation. How 
can thoſe eſcape double damnation who neglec this 
wonderful Provifion, which the infinite wiſdom and 
mercy of Gop has made for their Recovery and 
Happineſs in Jeſus Chriſt ! Who 4a2/:/ the eternal 
Son of Gop ; who count his precious Blood and 
Sacrifice, by which they are redeemed, a common 
thing ; and will not have this great and divine Sa- 
viour to reign over them; but prefer ſome ſordid 

Iuſt, vile affection, or earthly gain or pleaſure be- 
Fore Him, Luke xix. 14. ch. xiv. 26-33. Heb. 
10==28;—Pure and unmixed, unſpeakable and 
everlaſting Vengeance is reſerved for the conlemners 
of ChRisr Jesus and his Goſpel, The great 
condemnation is for thoſe who might have the Lord 
Jesvs and all his ſaving benefits, and evou/d not. 
Jews and Pagans, yea, Devils themſelves, will r:/2 
ap in judgment againſt ſuch in the great day, and 
condemn them, Matt. xxiil. 13, 14.— Reader, if you 
are one of theſe, permit me, from the moſt affecting 
Tenſe of your great danger and miſery, and a ten- 
der regard to your eternal ſalvation and happiness, 
to ſet before you ſomething of the wretcheaneſs of 
your preſent Condition, that you may bethink your- 
JEET rad ie mae. 7 1 
While you are without CHRISTH I Esus, in a ſtate 
of unbelief, you are under the guilt and condemnation 
of all the fins that ever you have committed. The 
dreadful curſes. and condemning power of God's 
holy Law ſtand in full force againſt you for ewery 
er you have committed, in thought, 
fpeech, and behaviour. For all your infidelicy, 
atheiſm, and hypocriſy of heart; for every inſtance 
of your contempt , GOD, his Name, Word, and 
Worſhip; of your Sabbath-breaking, Lying, Trju/- 


tice, 
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the Lord Jesus CHRIS 15 


ice, Uucleauneſ- of your Pride 40 ovetouſneſs, and 


Tntemperance ; with a thouſand other evils,» Not 
one of all your numerous, aggravated fins, from 
the beginning of life to this preſent hour, is forgiven 


| you The divine Juſſice in all its dreadfulneſs and 


terror hangs over your guilty head, ready to break 
forth upon you, John ili. 18. And being with- 
out ChRIST you have nothing to paciſy the anger of 
almighty Gop, and ſave your periſhing ſoul from 
hell and condemnation. ».You have many accuſers, 


and heavy accuſations againſt you fiom Gop's 


broken Law, your own Conſcience, and the Devil 
which tempteth you: but not having a /avizg in- 
tereſi in the Lord Jesus CHñRIST, you have . 
cate or Intercefſor with Gop to plead for you, and 
turn away his Vengeance from you; but are con- 
tinually treaſuring up more wrath againſt the day of 
wrath, and revelation of the righteous Fudgment of 
Gop, Rom. ii. 127. — And the ig or rgect- 
ing of the GREAT MEDIA TOR is that which binds 
the Condemnation of a// your other fin; upon you. 
The compaſlionate Saviour of ſinners Himſelf de- 
clares, that he that believeth not ſhall be damned. 
He ſhall not ſee life. — He ſpall die in his ſins, — And 
that he Wrath .of GOD abideth on Him, John iii. 36, 
ch. viii. 44. ä 7 — 

If men fin againſt the Law of Gop, they may 
find mercy and relief through a Redeemer, upon 


their ſincere faith and repentance ; but if they 


ſlight and refuſe ]esvs ChRIST, as their Lord and 
Saviour, what elſe can deliver them? How 1s their 
eſcape from hell and damnation p2/7ble, who re- 
ject his great ſalvation, and fin againſt this only 
Remedy? Heb. ii 2,3. | 
That which aggravates this great ſin of unbe/ief, 
or neglect of the ſalvation of CHRIST, is, that it 

93, pours 


16 Perſuaſives io Believe, &fc, 


pours the wi/eft contempt upon all the infinite Perfec- 
tions of Gop's Wiſdom and Mercy, Truth and 
Love, as they are wonderfylly diſplayed in the 
redemption of ſinners by Jesus CHRIST. And it 
is offering the greatef! affront to the unmeaſurable 
Love and Grace of the Son of Gop, who went 
through ſuch an amazing ſcene of Same and ſuſper- 
ings 2 Man's Salvation on earth; and is now in 
Heaven ready to intercede for them, and bring 
them to Gop and Glory As well as that it is the 
certain deſtruction of the unhappy, ungrateful Sin- 
ner for ever. | 
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paſſion on the unbelieving Bard. bearted ſinners of 
Men, who have no Mercy on themſelves; and 
open their eyes to ſee their gailt and danger while 
forgiveneſs and ſalvation ay be had.—Sirs, one 
would think that your faces ſhould turn pale, the 
Joints of your loins be Iooſed, and your knees 
ſmite one againſt another with Confternation, while 
you read the denunciations of the Almighty's An- 
ger and Wrath againſt you, for your Impenitence 
and Unbelief! One would think that the great 
danger of your ſtate ſhould fill your hearts with 
horror and amazement; ſhould keep you from 
feeping, aſtoniſh and terrify you with  &reams in 
the night, and ſpoil all the' comforts and enjoyments 
of your lives !-—-What, to have the. ſalemn ſen- 
tence of condemnation pronounced againſt you by 
the great and holy Gop ! To lie under the dread- 
ful curſes of his Law and Goſpel, which his in- 
cenſed Juſtice may execute upon you 7475 day or 
| Four to your everlaſting perdition! Who can bear 
the thought without trembling and aſtoniſhment? 
O fly immediately to the Lord Jesvs CnRIsT, as 
as the great and only Sayiour of ſinful * as 

| fs O 


May the great Father of Mercies have Com- 
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Encouragements and Directions, &c. 17 


God hath commanded you, John wi. 23. and lay 
your guilty, periſhing ſoul at his feet, that you. 
may be delivered by Him from God's pre/ent anger, 
and the awvrath to come; and he will mercifully or- 


| give what is paſt, and /ave and 6/z/s you for the 


time to come, John vi. 35. 


(4) EncourR actmENTS and DIRECTIONS: 
for convinced, repenting Sinners to- 
_ COME To CHRIST for Salvation. | 
IL. ET every humbled; repenting Sinner be 
perſuaded and encouraged to come to this gracious. 
Lord and Redeemer for life and ſalvation: He is 


| infinitely able and willing to ſupply all your Wants, 


to pardon all your fins, to heal all your ſpiritual: 
diſeaſes, to ſubdue every powerful luſt, to recon- 

cile you to Gop, reſtore you to his lovely Image, 
and make you moſt happy and bleſſed for ever. 
The fulneſs of CurisT's ſaving power and mercy 
is not to be meaſured by the largeſt Underſtand- . 
ing. The grace of our Lord ]esVvs. CHRIST i- 
exceeding abundant, 1 Tim. i. 14. He is able to fave. 
unto hs ultermoſt all that come unto. GOD by : 

bim, Heb. vii. 25 —! Heaven, as one obſerves, _ 
« is full of the miracles of CHRIsT's aſtoniſhing. 
„love and unmerited mercy. There is murder- 
&« ous and idolatrous Manaſſeh, oppreſſing Zacchens, 
« blaſpheming Paul, laſcivious Magdalen, and 


% millions of athers, equal in vileneſs and guilt, 


filled with the holy Spirit of Gop; ſinging the 
„ high praiſes of God and the Lamb among 
= adoring- Saints and Angels. — Nay, the very 
% Betrayers and Marderers of our bleſſed + and 

| : * Saviour 
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% Saviour himſelf, are receiving eternal life and 
« happineſs from that precious blood which Heir 
% own guilty hands did ſhed, Acts ii. 36-38. 
O let every convinced ſinner therefore, whoſe 
ſoul is bowed down under a ſenſe of guilt and mi- 
ſery, take heed of entertaining nean and unworthy 
thoughts of this glorious and Beine Redeemer.— 
Poor worm of the earth, what are all 2 wants 
and diſtreſſes to the unſearchable fulneſs of hr; grace 
and mercy ?— What are thy ſins and provocations 
to the infinite merit of his precious Blood, and the 
almighty efficacy of his gracious Interceſſion? 
If all the fins that ever were committed, from the 
beginning of the Creation to this day; were to lie 
as a heavy load of guilt upon thy /fng/e ſoul, what 
proportion can they bear to the unfathomable mer- 
cies and boundleſs grace of Gop our Saviour? JJ. 
. EMT. ©. 5 
If you are concerned to now how you ſhall be- 
come intereſted in this great Redeemer and his Salva- 
tion? (and Godforbid that any immortal ſoul dwell - 
ing in fleſh ſhould be izdifferent to this important 
eoncern) you have an anſwer to this enquiry from 
God's own Word, Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
and thou ſoalt be ſaved, Acts xvi. 31.Renounce 
all dependence upon your own Wiſdom, Strength, 
and Goodneſs ; conſtantly and entirely truſting in 
Him for a// ſalvation. — Cordially refign yourſelf to 
his wiſe and gracious authority and gowernment ; 
yielding yourſelf to the rule of his Spirit, Word, and 
Provideace-— And diligently ee his favour and 
love as your chief Pappinefs; and he will pardon 
your manifold offences, Beal your ſinful nature, 
and 8/:/5 you in the abundance of his grace and 
mercy, with every needfil good, 1 Cor. iii. 21—23 . 
Eph. i. 3—6. R 


In 


— 
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In order to which, 1. Be * and deſirous to 
know the worſt of your own /infuine/s, miſery, and 
danger, that you may have an affecting ſenſe of the 
great ſuitableneſs and neceſſity of the Lord Jesvus, in 
his ſaving Characters, Matt, xi. 28. Rev. iii. 17. 
No one can believe in Him aright who does not fee 
their great need of Him, and his great Excellence, 
Matt. ix. 12, — 2, Seriouſly and diligently read 
the Goſpel of Chrift, in which his glorious Nature, 
and tranſcendent Goodneſs is made known, Fohn 
v. 30. 2 Cor. iv. 4-6. And diligently attend: 
the faithful preaching of it for this purpoſe ; for di- 
vine Wiſdom ſays, that Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word of GOD, Rom. x. 17. 1 Cor. 
1.18—2(.—3. Beg earneſtly of Gop his holy Spirit, 
to give you an under landing in Him that is true; even 
in his Son Feſus Chriſt; who is the true GOD, and 
eternal life, 1 John v. 20. And to difpofe your heart 
to receive him as Gop's ſalvation. Believe it, that 
ſaving knowledge and faith is the gf? of GOD 
only, Eph. ii. 8. No one can #now or believe aright 
in Gop the Saviour, but by /ight And power de- 
rived from Himſelf, John vi. 44,45. Matt. xi. 25,26. 
which is conveyed to them in the ſerious, dibgent. 
uſe of Gop's appointed means, eſpecially his Word 
and Prayer, Prov. ii. 36. Ch. viii. 33, 34.— 
4. Conſcientiouſly /zek after thoſe things which 
pleaſe GOD, and attend to your duty as far as you 
4now it; carefully awoiding every thing which his 
ſacred Word eri, and practiſing thoſe things 
which he there requires. No man can with reaſon 
hope for an intereſt in Gop's /a/vatior, who lives 
in wi{ful rebellion againſt his wiſe and holy Govern. 


ment, Matt. vii. 17-27. But our Lord ſays, F any 


Mau wwill po his Will, he ſhall know his doctrine, 


and Exjov his grace, John vii. 17. Heb. v. 9. 
(5) The 
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(5) The farther KNOWLEDGE and USE 
of the Lord JE suS CaRIsT in his Ex- 
cellencies and Benefits, recommended 
to Chriſtians. 


LET every true Chriſtian infinitely prize and: 
delight in the glorious excellencies of this great Re- 
deemer, and make perpetual uſe of Him in all his: 
bleſſed Characters. O labour every day more and 
more to underſtand the 7nconceizable excellencies 
and precious benefits that are in CHRISH JESUS. 
Conſider frequently the inconceivable amiableneſs 
and glory of his Perſon, as perfect Gop and perfect 
Man united: Conſider the dignity and uſefulneſs 
of his Characters, as the great Mediator, Teacher, 
Head and Preſerver of his Church and People, and 
Lord of all.— Pray earneſtly that Gop would give 
you the Spirit of Wiſdom and Under ſtunding in the 
knowledge of Him; that you may know avhat are 
the riches of his Tories, and what the hopes of your 
 /tiritual Calling in Him, Eph. i: 17-19. That ſo 
by bebolding his Glory from day to day, you may be 
changed in the ſame Image, from glory to glory, by 
the Spirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. iii. 18. Frequent 
looking to the Lord Jesus CnrisT, by knowledge 
and faith, will put a wonderful Life and Comfort 

into all the Chriſtian's Graces and Duties, and cauſe 
Him to grow into a b/efjed reſemblance of the Son of 

God, 1 Johniii.2.—And then make more gaz/y, 

conſiant uſe of Him, in all the kind relations he 

bears to thoſe that believe on Him, and the won» 

derful diſcoveri:s he has made of his own unſearch- 
able Grace and Goodneſs, The Lord Jesvs is of 


inc on- 


'Chriſtians Increaſe in Knowledge, &c. 21 


inconceivable uſe to the-poor finners of Men; and it 
is by frequent, believing applications to Him, that 
from his fulneſs they receive grace for grace, John 
1,16. And bleſſed be his name, He is in tel 
free and beuntiful in diſpenſing his heavenly gifts 
and | orig to thoſe that humbly app/y unto him 
by faith and prayer, 1 Tim. i. 14.— This is the 
way to ao in the comfortable ſenſe of ConL fur- 
7;ving Mercy, in the ha oſſeſſion of all ſpiri- 
— A es, and the i of — life 
and gl. Certainly the reaſon why trueChriſtians 
take no more comfort and delight in their bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour, and enjoy no more of the p/eaſures of 
Religion, is from their remaining deplorable ige. 
rance of Him; or from ſome ſenſual, baſe affe&ion 


too much prevailing, which obſtructs their peace 


and happineſs in him; or becauſe. they 1c ſeldom 
apply to Him by faith, for thoſe heavenly bleſſings 
| Which He is moſt free and ready to beſtow, Ja. 
xlv. 22-25, ch. lv. 23. We cannot more 
glorify Gon dur Saviour, or 4 good unto ourſelves, 
than by 4 conſtant, believing dependence: upon Him. 
Jobn v1.-22. | 


( 6) Supreme Love and ArrzcTion due 
to the Lord Jesus CHRIST, from every 
Chriſtian. | 


Is the Lord Jesvs ſo glorious in his Nature, and 
excellent in his Characters as a Redeemer? hath 
He done and /uffered ſo much for your ſalvation and 
happineſs ? ſurely nothing but a /upreme love can 
be any ways ſuitable to ſuch amazing Excellencies 
and precious Benefits. Let him be the full and 

„ compleat 
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22 Supreme Love to the Lord Jesus. 
compleat Object of your dire and hope, love and 


Joy. Let Him be in your thoughts the fir in the 
morning, and the /af? at night; view his glorious - 


Goodneſs and condeſcending Mercy, until your 
ſouls are filled with Wonder, and inflamed with 


Love. Chriſtian, why ſhould you ſuffer your affec- 


tions to run after this preſent World and the things 
of it? Can the World 4e for you, or reconcile you 
to Gop, or advance you to the kingdom of Hea- 
wen? Or has it any Excellence or 1 in it 


comparable to your deareſt Lord and Saviour: O 


love Him then above your %s; love Him above 


your relations; love Him above all the gaint and 
pleaſures of the World; yea, love Him above your 


very lives, or he will not eſteem that you love him 
at all in truth. Luke xiv. 26, Matt. x. 37. — 
«© That perſon does not love the Lord Jesus Chx15 
cc fincerely, who loves any thing more than CyrisT, 
ce or equal to Him.“ 1 John iii. 15 —See what af- 
ſection the primitive Chriſtians bore unto their Lord 
and Savigur ; they rejoiced that they avere counted 
wort hy 2 55 er ſhame for his name, Acts v. 41. 


Vea, they loved not their lives unto death, for his 


ſake, Rev. xii. 11. And the /ame true love reigns 


in every upright diſciple of CHx sr now. —Certain- 


ly the more the Lord Jesvs hath done and ſuffered 


for us, the more dear He ſhould be ante us. Who 


can conceive the glories of his divine Perſon, the 


2 of his Strings, the preciouſneſs of his 


enefits ! — O let an infinitely lovely and ewer-. lovin 


t py lie perpetually near to your very heart, 'an 


indle ſuch flames of love in your ſoul, as may for 
ever be breaking forth in your lips and in your 


life, in all holy zeal and affectionate duty and 


y and 


worſhip,, to the praiſe and glory of his Maje 
| | Grace. 
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The Obligation of Obedience, &c. 23 
Grace. That the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may 
be glorified in you, and ye in Him, according to the 
grace of our GOD, and of Feſus Chrift our Lord, 
1 Theſ. i, 12. Coloſ. i. 40. And now &egzn that 
everlaſting ſong of praiſe, for his fee and unagſerved 
Love and Goodnels, , Unto him that' loved us and 
waſhed us from our fins in bis own Bleod ; and hath 
made us Kings and Prieſts unto GOD and his Father; 
to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever, Rev 


1. 5 6. ch. V. 921 Zo | . 


(7) The Chriſtian's obligation to humble 
Dur, and affectionate. ZE Ar for the 
Lord JESUS. 


IF you have been delivered from the Zingdom 
of Darkneſs, and a late of guilt and condemnation, 
by Jesus ChRISH; how ſhould you lige as a Monu- 
ment of Gop's unſpeakable Mercy, and of his free 
and everlaſting Love ? What infinite ſums of duty 
and zea/ do you owe to the Lord Jesvs, for his re- 
deeming Power and-Grace ? how deeply ſhould 
you think yourſelf engaged to wwa/k eworthy of 
your Lord unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in every 
good Work, and increaſing in the knowledge of GOD, 
Coloſ. i. 10, — Keep always an humble, contrite 
frame of heart, ſenſible of any ſpiritual Miſcarriage, 


obſervant of all the inward workings of your ſou]. . - | 


Let not guilt »emarin upon the Conſcience, but by 
fincere repentance towards Gop, and a ſpeedy appli- 
cation by faith to the atoning Blood of the Lamb 
of Gop, get it immediately removed. —Be eſpe- 
cially watchful againſt thoſe fins which your con- 
flitution, place or calling, moſt expoſe you unto = 

Remember 
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24 The Obligation of Obedience, &c. 


| Remember always that it was Sin that crucified the 
Lord of glory, He his moſt precious Blood, and 
caꝝſed "all his ſharp and bitter ſafferings, 72 


Iii. 5— 11. It was even 2 pride, unbelief and 
u 


hypocriſy, thy covetouſneſs, luſt and intemperance, 
25 0 Chriſtian that were the cruel. (Sn "of 
thy Lord and Saviour, —H ow ſhould this excite you 
to look upon that as an acc;/ed thing, for which 
your Redeemer became à Curſe, Gal. iii. 13. Cer- 
% tainly that Perſon can have no true love to the 
& Lord IEsus CHRIST, or zutereſt in his ſalvation, 
% that can delight in Sin, which is ſo Contrary 
r to his hoy Nature, and redeeming Grace. Every 
true Chriſtian is. ſincerely deſirous to initate his 
deine Lord and Maſter in the 20 ng, of bis Life, 
as well as to erjey the purchaſed Fruits of BY Death, 
Rom. viii. 1-29. And is recovered to a auilling 
yfubjetfion to all kis wiſe and righteous precepts, 
1 Jobs iii. 310. Pſal.cxix. 6. Since as a perfect 
Redeemer, be is be Author: of eternal ſalvation; ta 
ebyſe only a 5 175 Keb. v. oy.” Anfen. ; 
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